STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGEMCY
DEFARTHRENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 322-TH43

September 16, 1581
ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE I~ 115-81

. TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
SUBJELT: Foster Care Information System (Phase 1) Magnetic Tape Input
REFERENCE:

The Department of Socizl Services is developing an automated Foster Care
Information System (FCIS). This development will take place in two phases
which are described in All-County Letter No. 81-95 dated August 31, 1981.

The FCIS date base will be created by an initial input of documents and/cr
maghetic tape records for all open Foster Care cases in the counties. The data
base will be updated by weekly submission of documents or magnetic tape records.

There are several input/output options available to counties. These options
are provided to allow the counties to select the most convenient and cost
effective method for submitting data and receiving reports. For system
planning purposes, it is essential that the Department receive information

regarding county desired cptions no later than September 30, 1981.

County options (i.e. how each county will enter data initially, update weekly,
and how output reports for counties are to be produced) are described below.

INITIAL INPUT -

There are three options for supplying initial input to the Foster Care
Information System {Phase I1).

1) Manual input only - Instructions for this option will be supplied
in a separate All-County Letter.

2) Magnetic tape only - Counties selecting this option must submit their
entire Foster Care caseload on magnetic tape. This tape will contain a
record for each child in the caseload.

3) Magnetic tape combined with manual input - In this option, the magnetic

tape input cases plus the manual input cases represent the entire Foster
Care caseload for the county,
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If counties choose to submit data on magnetic tape, the data must be in the
format and conform to the specifications noted on Attachments A, B, C and D.
The initial tape file must be received on or before November 1, 1981.

ONGOING WEEKLY UPDATES -

To provide weekly update information, counties may select one of two options.
1)  Manual input only
2) Magnetic tape only

Refer to Attachment E for a description of the weekly update process using
magnetic tape.

OUTPUT REPORTS

Counties may receive the Children in Foster Care Inventory Reports on
either microfiche or paper. Refer to Attactment F for the sample report
format.

All counties will receive one copy of each of these reports. Counties may
request additional copies of these reports.

Please provide the following information relative to your county's choice of
options no later than September 30, 1981. In view of the short time frame
allowed for your response, please provide the information via phone to:
Derelk Runstadlier
Telephone (916) Q24-2834

Data Processing Branch
Department of Social Services

1)  Method of initial input:
a) Manual input only
b) Magnetic tape only
c) Magnetic tape combined with manual input

2) Method of weekly update:

a) Manual input only
b} Magnetic tape only

3) Report Media:

a) Paper
b) Microfiche

4) Number of report copies.




Your immediate attention will facilitate develcopment of the Foster Care
Information System (Phase I) and will be most appreciated.

Sincerely,

L

/»fﬁ”’"/ L //f’
JOSEPH &, KELLY
- Deputy Director
« Information Systems
Management Division

ce: CWDA

Attachments:

A. Tape Specifications

B. Input Data Record Specifications

C. Magnetic Tape Shipping and Handling Instructions
D. Sample Transmittal

E. Weekly Update Process with Magnetic Tape

F. Samnple "Children in Foster Care Inventory Report!




- ATTACHMENT "“A" -
08/18,81

Tape Specificaticns

K1l magnetic tapes submitted by Counties to the State Deparitment

of Social Services for input into the Foster Caxe Information

System must conform to the following specifications:

1) Media Heavy duty MYLAR magnetic data tape
2) Configuration IBM 9-track odd parity
2) Recording Density 1600 BPI or 6250 BPI

43) Labels (header,trailer} No Label (KL)
1 tape mark beginning
2 tape marks ending

5) Record Size 200 bytes
6) Record Format Fixed

7) Records pexr Block One

8) Data Code EBCDIC

NOTE: The magnetic tape must reside on one input volume.
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- ATTACHMENT "C" -
0871978 1%

Magnetie Tape Shipping and Handling Instructions
FCIS (Phase I)

Shippring

Each County providing file replacement on magnetic tape in the

in the format as described, will submit their initial tape on or

’

before Nevemher 1, 1981; and thereafter, magnetic tapes on a

weekly schedule to the following address:

Department of Social Services
Data Processing Branch

Post Office Box 15254
Sacramento, CA 95813

ATTN: Production Control

Handling

Each carton and the input magnetic tape reel must be clearly
labeled as follor—:

13 County HName
e 'For Input to Foster Care Information'.

Each carton must contain a transmitial listing the following:

1Y Submitting County name

2) Submitting County's addressg

3} Date of transmittal

4y Submitting County's contact pexrscn
5} Ceontact pverson's telephone number
6) Magnetic tape reel numberx

7} Magnetic tape record count.




- ATTACHMENT "D" -

SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL

TG: Department of Socirl Services
Data Processing Branch
Post O0ffice Boxw 15254
Sacramento, CA 95813

ATTHN: Production Control

FROM: County KName:

Léddress:

DATE:

COUNTY CONTACT PERSON:

08s19/81

CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE:

REEL NUMBER:

RECORD COUNT:




Attachment E

Weekly Update Process Using Magnetic Tape

In the weekly update process, tape records will add to the data base or replace
{not update) matching cases already on the file. C(ases previously submitted on
tape and not present on the next tape submitted will be carried as closed cases
in the FCIS data base. Counties must use documents to delete any record that

is to be purged from the FCIS data base.
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